
What’s on Winter 2018

Ruthin Craft Centre 
The Centre for the Applied Arts



Artist Studio
Visit Cefyn Burgess’ on-site 
studio to see beautiful textiles 
and fabrics.  
www.cefynburgess.co.uk 

Café R Restaurant
The perfect place to take time to 
relax and enjoy a freshly brewed 
coffee or cup of tea – with food 
prepared and served by our  
local team of friendly staff.

Open daily 10.00am – 4.30pm 
Free on-site parking.  
Coaches welcome. 

To book a table  
call 01824 708099

 
The Festive menu  
is available from  
3 – 23 December.  
Visit our website  
for more details.

FREE 

WI-FI
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Join us in the Galleries this Winter for Indian Threads, 
new work from artists in Wales and artisans from 
Kachchh in rural Gujarat. Ingrid Murphy marries 
creative technologies and traditional ceramics in 
Gallery 2 and the enduring ceramic partnership  
of David and Margaret Frith is in Gallery 3.

Have you ever wondered what happens day  
to day? Unseen – photography by Stephen Heaton 
is a study of the ‘unseen’ aspects of Ruthin Craft 
Centre, showing in Project Spaces A & B. 

Get ready for Christmas with Craft Club activities  
and a silver bauble Masterclass for adults.  
Whilst you’re here there’s no better time to  
buy Christmas presents from our retail gallery.  
We look forward to seeing you this Winter.
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Ruthin Craft Centre, The Centre for the Applied Arts 
Park Road, Ruthin, Denbighshire LL15 1BB 
Tel: +44 (0)1824 704774. Open daily 10.00am – 5.30pm  
FREE Admission   FREE On-site parking

A host of additional information can be found  
on our website. Scan the QR code to visit.  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

Welcome 
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textile inspirations

Rajiben M. Vankar, Champa Siju, Julia Gri�ths Jones 
Eleri Mills, Laura �omas, Louise Tucker

24 November 2018 – 27 January 2019 
Gallery 1

‘Weaving is the work of the heart and the mind, 
not only the hand.’ Champa Siju, artisan.

This exhibition is a celebration of a wider 
exchange project known as Threads. Artists 
from Wales and artisans from Kachchh in rural 
Gujarat have shared studio time and field trips, 
community traditions and personal experiences. 
Skills rooted in generations of textile practice  
and impressions forged by open minds and  
new horizons come together to give this 
exhibition heart and soul. New work being 
developed by Rajiben M. Vankar, Champa Siju, 
Julia Griffiths Jones, Eleri Mills, Laura Thomas  
and Louise Tucker promises to delight.

Eleri Mills
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Indian �reads
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Threads is produced by Ceri Jones, Fieldwork in 
partnership with Khamir, Ruthin Craft Centre and 
Carmarthen School of Art. It is funded by Wales Arts 
International, British Council Wales and the Arts  
Council of Wales’ Creative Wales Ambassador Award.

Louise Tucker

Laura Thomas

Julia Griffiths Jones



Ingrid Murphy
The Language of Clay 

Seen and unseen



05

24 November 2018 –  
27 January 2019 
Gallery 2

‘Ingrid Murphy plays with the conventions 
of ceramic practice. Her works invite shared 
experience rather than purely aesthetic 
contemplation.’ Martina Margetts. 

Connectivity is crucial to Ingrid Murphy, 
between people and places and across time. 
Her explorations provoke and surprise us as 
she marries traditional ceramic processes with 
creative technologies. Be it the view from inside 
a teapot or the sounds from the streets of Jaipur, 
her pieces connect us to different perspectives 
and stories. Seen and unseen is a witty 
expansion of the languages and qualities of clay. 
Ceri Jones, series curator.

 
The Language of Clay is a series of national  
touring exhibitions organised by Mission  
Gallery in collaboration with Ruthin Craft  
Centre, funded by ACW.

Mission Gallery

photography: Matthew Otten

The Language of Clay 

A beautifully designed 
publication accompanies 
this exhibition. 

Call to purchase your  
copy 01824 704774  
or visit our shop.

The Language of Clay

Ingrid Murphy
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Ceramics

David Frith    
Margaret Frith

24 November 2018 –  
27 January 2019 
Gallery 3



Running a Pottery for 55 years is quite a feat 
and David and Margaret are an amazing 
phenomena; their longevity springs from a 
dynamic combination of talent and hard work. 
They have exhibited all over the world and their 
work is in many major collections. Teaching 
courses from their studio in Denbigh to 
ceramic students and recreational potters  
from far and wide has brought much business 
to North Wales. This exhibition showcases 
their work in the year when they both celebrate 
their 75th birthdays: their enthusiasm for life 
and art is an inspiration to us all.

photography: Stephen Heaton

David Frith   Margaret Frith

We will be offering a special 
exhibition discount – 50% off  
the retail price of 50 Years  
of Brookhouse Pottery.

£15.00 – now £7.50

Call to purchase your  
copy 01824 704774  
or visit our shop.
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November 2018 – 
January 2019  
Courtyard Project 
Spaces A & B  

Marking our 10 year anniversary, Unseen shows a specially  
commissioned study of the ‘unseen’ aspects of the Centre.
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Unseen is a twofold exhibition  
by Stephen Heaton.

Project Space A shows Stephen’s street 
photography images from around the world. 
Unseen describes the experience of the 
photographer, passing unnoticed through  
a scene, never interfering with the unfolding 
story, just observing and recording it. Coupled 
with this are the subtle, often secondary, unseen 
meanings to be found within each image.

 
 
Marking the 10 year anniversary of the 
Centre, Project Space B shows a specially 
commissioned study of the ‘unseen’ aspects  
of the Centre – exhibition change-overs,  
art-handling, packing, display and the  
incredibly dedicated and skilled work  
it takes to bring the exhibitions to life.

www.stephenheaton.com



Showing in Project Space A,  
Street Photography by  

Stephen Heaton.
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Come and join us at Ruthin Craft  
Centre this festive season for some  
Christmas inspired workshops for  
all the family to enjoy.

Come and join us for an 
adult masterclass in 
sparkling silver. Make  
a small sterling silver  
bauble to keep or to  
give as a special  
Christmas gift.

Christmas  
Decoration  
Craft Clubs
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Miranda Meilleur

Christmas  
Adult  
Masterclass 

£5.00 per session 
Please call to book a place –  
limited spaces available. All children 
must be accommodated by an adult. 

Talks, Events & Workshops
To book call 01824 704774.  
For the latest listings visit  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

Create a Sterling  
Silver Bauble with  
Miranda Meilleur  
Adult Masterclass 
Saturday 1 December 
12.00pm – 4.00pm 
£30 includes refreshments

Miranda will guide you through  
the cutting, shaping and soldering 
techniques to create a bauble  
from sterling silver sheet.

Suitable for beginners and  
those with experience.  
Please call to book.

Handcrafted decorations with Rhian Hâf

Saturday 8 December
10.30am – 12.30pm and  
1.30pm – 3.30pm

Make beautiful handcrafted decorations using 
glass etching techniques with artist Rhian Hâf.

Print your own wrapping paper, gift  
bags and tags with Emma Jayne-Holmes 
and Donna Jones 

Saturday 15 December 
1.00pm – 4.00pm

Add your own individual touch to your 
Christmas gifts this year. Join us to design and 
print your own wrapping paper, gift bags and 
tags with Artists Emma Jayne-Holmes and 
Donna Jones.

H
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Helfa Gelf Event
Approaches to Curation 
at Ruthin Craft Centre 

 

Thursday 6 December  
10.00am – 3.30pm

£5 (+booking fee)    
Helfa Gelf Members

£10 (+booking fee)  
Non Members

Ceri Jones and Laura Thomas 
will share their experiences 
as independent Curators and 
Artists, through images, practical 
activities and a tour around  
the new exhibitions at Ruthin 
Craft Centre.

This workshop is for Artists and 
creatives interested in learning 
about curatorial decisions for fine 
art, craft and design, and how  
to curate your own show.

Please bring along a single 
domestic object of your choice 
and any unwanted magazines.

 

About the tutors:

Ceri Jones – During the years 
spent running her ceramic  
design practice, Ceri showed 
work overseas, undertaking 
major projects in Japan and  
New Zealand. In roles at the  
Arts Council of Wales, Wales Arts 
International and International 
Relations she worked closely 
with individual practitioners, 
galleries and cultural 
organisations to develop policies 
and opportunities for the sector.  

Now running Fieldwork, Ceri 
collaborates and delivers on 
cross-artform projects including 
curating, writing, showcasing  
and mentoring.  
www.fieldworking.co.uk

 
 

 

 
Laura Thomas – An award-
winning woven textile artist 
and designer specialising in 
producing striking textile work 
for contemporary spaces. 
Alongside her making practice, 
Laura has a complimentary 
passion for education and 
curation projects. Since 2010, 
Laura has curated exhibitions 
for Oriel Myrddin, Llantarnam 
Grange Arts Centre, The 
National Wool Museum,  
Craft in the Bay and Tenby  
Art Gallery & Museum. She  
is one of the seven artists in 
the current Indian Threads 
exhibition.  
www.laurathomas.co.uk
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A Darker Thread Exhibition at RCC, curated by Laura Thomas

DON’T  

MISS!
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Please book directly through:  
www.approaches-to-curation.eventbrite.co.uk



Purchase contemporary work 
from some of the country’s 
leading makers. Jewellery, 
ceramics, glass, metalwork, 
textiles, books and much more!  

Visit our Retail Gallery  
this Christmas for exquisite  
gifts that your family and 
friends will treasure.

 

Collectorplan, the Arts Council of 
Wales’ interest free credit scheme,  
is available on most purchases.

Our Retail Gallery Open daily  
10.00am – 5.30pm 

12



Textile Workshops with Anne Kelly,  
Award Winning Author of the New Book  
‘Textile Folk Art’ (Available to purchase in the Gallery)
 
Textile Folk Art 
Saturday 2 March 2019, 10.30am – 4.30pm  
£60 to include lunch

Using a variety of found shapes and paper cuts, 
we will produce a series of folk influenced printed fabrics  
in the first half of the session. They can be used or 
converted into greetings cards, or incorporated  
into a large piece of work. 

 
Vintage / Recycled Cottage Garden   
Sunday 3 March 2019, 10.30am – 4.30pm  
£60 to include lunch

Search through your collection of floral fabric to  
applique onto a square sample. A mixture of couching 
and hand embroidery will be used to complete the work.  
The sample can then be made up into a cushion cover,  
tote bag or framed piece.

Wire Workshop with Julia Griffiths Jones 
1 day Masterclass – Spoons & Utensils  
Saturday 26 January 2019, 10.30am – 4.30pm 
£60 to include lunch 

Drawing from an arrangement of spoons and utensils  
you will be shown how to translate your drawings  
into wire objects using hand tools and the spot welder.  
All materials and tools will be provided. Suitable for 
beginners and those with experience. Please call to book.

Save the date 2019
Events and Workshops Craft  

Counts

FINAL CALL!
DON’T FORGET!

Help us celebrate our anniversary 
year by nominating your  
favourite RCC Exhibitions  
over the past 10 years! 

There is still time left  
to nominate.

The current front runners  
are (in no particular order):

View ALL the Exhibitions 
and Nominate HERE! 
www.craftcounts.co.uk
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above: The Language of Clay – Kate Haywood.  
right: John Grayson.

Exhibitions  
Coming Soon...

2 February –  
31 March 2019

Gallery 1: Charlotte Hodes: Ceramics

Gallery 2: John Grayson –  
Enamel / Substrate

Gallery 3: The Language of Clay –  
Kate Haywood


