
What’s on Autumn 2019
Celebrating Craft and the Art of Making

Ruthin Craft Centre 
The Centre for the Applied Arts



Our Retail Gallery
Purchase contemporary work 
from some of the country’s 
leading makers. Jewellery, 
ceramics, glass, metalwork, 
textiles, books and much more! 
Open daily 10am – 5.30pm 
Collectorplan, the Arts Council of 
Wales’ interest free credit scheme, 
is available on most purchases.

Artist Studio
Visit Cefyn Burgess’ on-site 
studio to see beautiful textiles 
and fabrics.
www.cefynburgess.co.uk 

Café R Restaurant
The perfect place to take time to 
relax and enjoy a freshly brewed 
coff ee or cup of tea – with food 
prepared and served by our 
local team of friendly staff .
Open daily 10am – 4.30pm
Free on-site parking. 
Coaches welcome. 
To book a table 
call 01824 708099

FREE
WI-FI

Visit our retail gallery for exquisite gifts

Ruthin Craft Centre, The Centre for the Applied Arts
Park Road, Ruthin, Denbighshire LL15 1BB. Tel: +44 (0)1824 704774. 
Open daily 10am – 5.30pm. FREE Admission. FREE On-site parking.
Scan the QR code to visit: www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

Welcome
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NEW! Creative Sessions 
for Little hands p.11
(for the under 3s) 
Our Little Hands sessions 
are jam-packed with joyful 
learning, especially designed 
for little artists to explore 
their inner creativity, be 
curious and MAKE!    

As the seasons change and thoughts move towards 
recollection and celebration; come discover our new 
exhibitions for sources of inspiration and ideas for 
creativity. In Gallery 1 we have Lettering: Art and 
Illusion, which looks at an often overlooked ancient 
art form; showing the work of some 27 practitioners 
from throughout the UK. Whilst in Galleries 2 & 3 
there is All That Remains: 30 years in the making
celebrating a new body of work by one of the UK’s 
leading makers of printed textiles, inspired by family 
memories and new digital changes.

Our Retail Gallery is stocked with lots of gift ideas for the 
festive season and we have a host of workshops and 
activities for all ages – so why not get involved and help 
us to ‘celebrate Craft and the art of making’.

p.02 Gallery 1 
Lettering: Art & Illusion

p.06 Gallery 2 & 3 
 Neil Bottle: 

All That Remains 
 30 years in the making
p.08 Liz Ellis: 
 Elemental Connections
p.09 Residencies
p.10 Taste of Craft 50+
p.11 Baby & Toddler 
 Activities
p.12 Family Activities
p.13 Christmas Events
p.14 Coming soon
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Lettering : Art & Illusion depicts lettering that is created by hand through calligraphy, 
letter cutting, painting and engraving. Writing is a most ancient art form and for millennia 

the art of the scribe was held in great esteem. The professional scribe in Arabic, Japanese, 
Indian and Egyptian scripts, as well as what we would now consider a western hand, 

proffered the foundations of formal languages as we know them today; from pictograms 
and hieroglyphics to italic and copperplate scripts, realised in stone, glass and metal and 

on parchment, vellum and paper. Through the work of the selected artists and makers, 
we can study the techniques, ancient in their origins, yet timelessly original in their 

expression, created with contemporary style and sensitivity. 

Curated by Gregory Parsons

Lettering 

Art & Illusion
Gallery 1  19 October 2019 – 12 January 2020

Graham Stewart
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Caroline Webb

Charles Gurrey

Tanja Bolenz

Philip Surey

Tanja Bolenz, Gary Breeze,  

Gareth Colgan, Patrick Davison,   

Peter Furlonger, Gaynor Goffe,  

Charles Gurrey, Susan Hufton,  

Ron King, Susie Leiper,  

Tashi Mannox, John Neilson,  

Timothy Noad, Mary Noble,  

Tom Perkins, Ieuan Rees,  

Thomas Sargeant, Louise Sorrell,  

Cathy Stables, Graham Stewart,  

Philip Surey, Louise Tiplady,  

Edward Wates, Caroline Webb,  

Martin Wenham, Eleanor Winters,  

Rosalind Wyatt



Talk and Demonstration  
by Ieuan Rees, Lettering & 
Calligraphy Artist
Saturday 16 November  
1.30pm – 4.30pm 
£5 Please call to book a place 
(limited spaces available) 
Ieuan Rees is regarded as 
one of Britain’s most versatile 
artist/craftsmen in the fields 
of lettering, letter carving, 
calligraphy, architectural 
lettering and graphic 
communication. He has  
worked on vellum, stone,  
glass, wood and metal.  
He has lectured and held 
workshops all over Britain, the 
USA, and in Sydney, Australia. 
We are delighted that Ieuan  
will be with us this November  
to share his profound 
knowledge and experience 
in lettering followed by a 
demonstration in calligraphy. 
1.30pm Illustrated talk 
2.30pm Break –  
Tea and coffee served 
3pm Calligraphy demonstration 
4pm Questions welcomed  
from the audience 

Meet the Maker 
John Neilson,  
Lettercarver &  
Lettering Designer
Saturday 23 November  
10.30am – 12.30pm 
Why not come along and see 
John at work, carving lettering 
in stone. An opportunity to ask 
questions about the process, 
techniques and anything else in 
relation to lettering.

Exploring letters  
within the gallery  
and Ruthin town with  
John Neilson & Fiona Gale 
Saturday 23 November  
1.30pm – 4.30pm 
FREE please call to book a place 
(limited spaces available)  
This afternoon event will begin 
in gallery 1, with John Neilson 
leading a gallery talk about the 
work on display as part of the 
Lettering show. The tour will then 
continue along the trail to town 
with archaeologist Fiona Gale. 
Looking at the writings which are 
rooted within the walls, grounds, 
plaques of Ruthin, encountering 
the heritage and stories behind 
the inscriptions and the technique/ 
skills required to engrave. 
Returning to the Craft Centre  
for a nice cup of tea or coffee.
For this event please wear 
suitable clothing for outdoors. 

Part of the many celebration  
events to mark the National Lottery 
25th Birthday #thankstoyou  

FREE

FREE

Two – 1 Day Printing  
& Writing Workshops with 
Printmaker & Calligrapher 
Douglas Bevans
Saturday 11 and/or  
Sunday 12 January 2020 
10.30am – 4.30pm 
£65 per day light lunch included
Douglas Bevans began his 
formal art studies at San 
Francisco Art Institute, only  
4 blocks away from his family’s 
typesetting shop where his 
interest in letters began.  
He became a freelance 
illustrator after further studies 
at Art Centre in Los Angeles. 
He now teaches at the Royal 
College of Art, and feels that 
drawing and lettering find their 
most agreeable combination  
in Calligraphy.
These two – 1 day workshops 
will explore the two basic 
lettering styles that are formal 
and informal, roman and italic. 
You will learn to write letters with 
a pen… upright ‘Roman’ letters 
on the first day of the workshop 
and slanted ‘Italic’ letters on the 
second day.
Suitable for all levels and all 
materials provided.
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Talks, Events & Workshops
To book call 01824 704774.  
For the latest listings visit  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk
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clockwise from below:
Thomas Sargeant; Eleanor Winters; 
John Neilson; Edward Wates; Gareth Colgan.

All photography: courtesy of the makers
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30 years in the making
All That Remains:
Neil Bottle Celebrating 30 years of Neil’s renowned 

textile print practice – this exhibition of new 
work explores the connections between 
analogue and digital photographic processes 
and traditional hand and digital textile print 
– resulting in a range of one-off printed wall 
hangings and textile accessories.

Gallery 2 & 3  19 October 2019 – 12 January 2020

left: All That Remains, 2019 (detail). Digital and handcrafted textile wall hangings 120 x 180 cm. All images courtesy of the artist.



An exhibition in two parts but similarly 
connected:- Walking the Littoral & In the 
Company of Ravens – The Gathering.

Walking the Littoral
It is at the margins of our world that life is at its 
most dynamic – where fresh water meets salt 
and where land meets sea – many changes and 
transformations occur in this constantly evolving 
environment. This work is a celebration of the 
wonderful diversity of life and of the commonality 
and connectivity of all living things and especially 
it is a celebration of the planet that sustains us.

In The Company Of Ravens –  
The Gathering
During the winter in Newborough in Anglesey the 
Ravens gather to socialise and grow strong. They, 
like the other beachcombers, are foraging for food 
along the shoreline before flying off to continue 
their search in the adjoining countryside. This is 
in preparation for reinforcing relationships, or for 
finding a mate, before scattering far and wide to 
settle and breed – taking a little of Newborough 
with them as they go.

Liz has trained and qualified in both the arts 
and sciences and has practiced and taught 
professionally in both disciplines. 
She now works full time in her studio in  
Chester making sculpture, mainly in ceramic,  
wood and stone.

Courtyard Project Space B 
October / November 2019Liz Ellis

Elemental Connections
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Paul Emmanuel
Verity is a Glass Artist living  
and working in North Wales.
This residency begins the ‘Production’ phase of 
Verity’s current project Gardens of the Mind 
– an Arts Council of Wales funded project. 
The project investigating the visual and physical 
correlation between structures and micro-
structures within plant and human biology in 
collaboration with Bangor University’s Herbarium 
and Walton Centre’s Neuroscience Laboratories.

Gardens of the Mind

Residency

Studio 2 Residency 
September / October 2019

Courtyard Project Space A 
November / December 2019

Verity Pulford

Meet the Maker 
FREE Special Event 
Saturday 26 October 2019
•  10.30am – 12.30pm    •  1.30pm – 3.30pm 
An opportunity to meet the artist, find out 
more information and view the work being 
produced on the next stage of the Arts 
Council of Wales funded project. This project 
signals a fundamental change in the artists 
practice and this is a chance to discuss 
her concepts with her. The residency also 
offers the chance to experience a handling 
collection which includes inspiration material 
and glass samples. The artist will also have a 
display of work to date and sketchbooks and 
photographs to view.

FREE

Chapel of Hairy Flatness.The main focus of my 
practise is catching pigments in animal hair; on 
the physical properties of fleece and the ways in 
which it can be manipulated. My interest in using 
pigment references the mark-making language 
of animals in landscape and sheep-marker in 
particular. Place is an influential factor in my work 
as it creates boundaries. As Place and another 
area of Boundary, Nantyffin Chapel offers a 
greatly nuanced position from which to develop 
new ideas about how influences and settings, in 
addition to many other contributing factors, affect 
our viewpoints.
Fleece Burning. Through the support offered 
by an Arts Council of Wales Creative Wales 
Award, I was able to research pigment from a 
new perspective. This perspective was to look at 
the transposition of actual place by using some 
of its key physical attributes to formulate useable 
colour. To realise this idea, I travelled to the city 
of Nara, Japan where the crafting of Sumi or 
ink sticks are still made to traditional recipes. I 
have subsequently imported to Nantyffin Chapel 
processes and methods learnt in Japan. With 
these new skills I have developed innovative 
recipes native to Nantyffin, by burning fleece and 
collecting the smoke as soot. This soot is then 
prepared for use as a printing medium.
Paul will be in residency here at Ruthin during  
early November experimenting with pigments  
and printing; an exhibition of the works  
produced will follow.
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Taste of Craft
 Age friendly workshops 50+

These workshops off er a wide range of hands-on craft 
making activities with diff erent makers, helped along 
with a nice cup of tea or coff ee (and some biscuits). 
These are age friendly sessions and no previous 
experience needed – just a willingness to take part. 
Meet new people and learn new skills. Join us for one or 
as many sessions as you like. 

If you would like further information please visit our 
website. To book a place please call 01824 704 774.

We are pleased to announce that our 
Taste of Craft workshops are back and the 
programme is now off ered to people aged 50+

Come and join us on a 
Friday afternoon 1.00pm – 3.30pm.
£12.50 per person (all materials and 
refreshments provided) or book the whole 
course (5 sessions in total) for £50.00.

• Friday 18 October
Glass Lantern with Verity Pulford

• Friday 25 October
Impressions in paper clay with Liz Ellis 

• Friday 8 November
Lino printing with Jenny Ford

• Friday 15 November
Photography with Stephen Heaton

• Friday 22 November 
Textiles with Melanie Baugh
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NEW!! My time and yours
Wednesday 9, 16 & 23 October
10am – 11.30am
FREE, please call to book a place, 
limited spaces available
.............................................
As a new addition to our Baby & Toddler 
events at RCC this autumn, we have included 
three more sessions but with a slight twist. 
These sessions are not only playtime for the 
little ones but for the grown-ups too. During 
these sessions you’ll have the opportunity to 
design and have a go at printing onto cloth with 
designer and printmaker Rhi Moxon. The hand-
printed fabric will then be made into large fl oor 
cushions, which will be used for our on-going 
monthly Little Hands sessions. In the meantime 
Ticky Lowe will have cooked up a storm of 
activities to keep your little ones engaged (in the 
same space) whilst you’ll try your hand at Craft.
Join us for one or as many sessions as you 
like – you will get to ‘make and take’ too!
All adults to be accompanied by children!

FREE

Baby & Toddler Activities
(all suitable for children under the age of 3) 

To book a place please call 01824 704774. 
For more information contact Sioned Phillips, 
Education Offi  cer. Email: sioned.phillips@denbighshire.gov.uk 

Creative Sessions 
for Little Hands 
Wednesday 2 October: Sound kitchen
Wednesday 6 November: Nesting baskets
Wednesday 4 December: Taste buds 
10am – 11.30am
£2.50 please call to book a place, 
limited spaces available
.............................................
Our Little Hands sessions are jam-packed 
with joyful learning, especially designed for 
little artists to explore their inner creativity, 
be curious and MAKE! 
Creating environments and activities inspired 
by our exhibition programme which are 
sensory and playful for you and your little 
one to discover and enjoy. 
These session are led by Ticky Lowe
Artist and Director of Making Sense
www.makingsensecic.org.uk
Spare clothes needed – foods include 
beetroot and other messy food. Please inform 
us in advance of any food allergies.
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Print, cut, stick, 
collage and stitch

Wednesday 30 October 
10.30am – 12.30pm 

£5 please call to book a place 
Suitable for children aged 5–11 (primary)
Inspired by Neil Bottle’s ‘All That Remains’ 
exhibition, why not have a go and bring your 
stories to life, by creating a keepsake book 
which is personal to you. Lots of diff erent 
materials to explore and crafty fun guaranteed 
with this workshop. 
All children must be accompanied by an adult.

FOR 5–11YEAR OLDS

Craft Club
Images and words 
Experimental photography 
with Charles Gershom & 
Lettering with David Setter 

Saturday 2 November 
•  10.30am – 12.30pm
•  1.30pm – 3.30pm 
FREE No need to book, 
pop in at any time 
and have a go. 
Inspired by both 
exhibitions Join us for 
a day of making, not 
just for children but 
grownups too, whether you’re a mum, dad, 
grandparent or carer this workshop covers all 
ages and levels. 
Have a go at experimental photography, 
creating a new hybrid digital camera made 
from variety of reclaimed parts. Or perhaps you 
might like to learn a bit more about lettering 
and explore the diff erent fonts and styles you 
can create through drawing or collage. 
All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Stories in Stitch 
with Jessie Chorley
1 day workshops
Saturday 19 or
Sunday 20 October
10.30am – 4.30pm
£85 per day includes light lunch
This workshop will focus 
on Jessie’s signature hand 
embroidered illustrations 
incorporating embroidered lettering 
and appliqué techniques.

House and Home 
with Anne Kelly
2 day workshop
Saturday 7 & Sunday 8 December
10.30am – 4.30pm 
£150 includes light lunch 
In this two day course with author, 
artist and tutor Anne Kelly you will 
be working from your choice of 
house or place (building) that 
holds a special memory for you.

Family workshop

FREE

Don’t forget!! 
Adult workshops
(only a few spaces left)

Visit our website for more details.
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

Family Activities – October half-term
Come and visit us this October half-term, be inspired by our 
exhibitions and get making with our team of talented makers. 
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Make your own 
Advent Calendar
Saturday 30 November 
•  10.30am – 12.30pm or
•  1.30pm – 3.30pm 
FREE please call to book a place 
Suitable for children aged 5+
Kick start the festive season here at 
Ruthin Craft Centre and make your own 
unique advent calendar, which you will 
cherish year after year. 
Part of the many celebration events to mark the 
National Lottery 25th Birthday #thankstoyou  

Family Christmas workshop 
with Juliette Hamilton 
Saturday 14 December
•  10.30am – 12.30pm or
•  1.30pm – 3.30pm 
£4 child/ £8 adult per session
Suitable for adults and children aged 6+
Bring the whole family and have a go 
at making a selection of handcrafted 
Christmas decorations in willow. 
This workshop will defi nitely get you into 
the Christmas spirit and further embellish 
your tree at home.

Christmas inspired Adult workshop
Willow sculpture with 
Juliette Hamilton: Stag’s Head 
Friday 13 December 
10.30am – 4.30pm 
£55 light Christmas lunch included
Make an impressive stag’s head for indoors 
or out. Decorate it for Christmas and then 
have it all year round. Suitable for beginners, 
all materials will be provided. 

Christmas Events at Ruthin Craft Centre!  

FREE

Talks, Events & Workshops
To book call 01824 704774. 
For the latest listings visit 
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

Come and join us this festive season 
for some Christmas inspired workshops 
for the whole family to enjoy.



Exhibitions  
Coming soon...

18 January – 29 March 2020

image: Jane Adam, Robert-ring  
in dyed anodised aluminium, silver and freshwater pearl,  
and dyed anodised aluminium bangles, 2019 
Robert Taylor photography

Gallery 1  
Jane Adam: Never The Same River
In association with Bluecoat Display Centre

Gallery 2 & 3  
Susie Freeman: WOWI+
In association with Royal College of  
General Practitioners

Heather Chamberlain

Retail Gallery Showcase Exhibition
19 October 2019 – 12 January 2020

Each year, in partnership with the GNCCF 
(Great Northern Contemporary Craft Fair), 
Ruthin Craft Centre selects a talented maker 
for a Retail Showcase Exhibition at Ruthin. 
Heather’s work was selected in 2018 and 
combines knitted techniques and silk screen 
printing to create individual designs.

All works available to purchase

Knitted Lambswool Textiles
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