


As part of our Portfolio programme 
we are keen for our talented young 
artists to have access to high 
level artistic practise, promoting 
engagement with contemporary 
practitioners and access to 
specialist equipment – additional to 
those available in schools. 

This year we are launching a new 
programme called ‘Creativity 
Beyond the Classroom’ – offering 
masterclass workshops within each 
of the following craft specialism led 
by professional makers in each field.  
Textiles • Printmaking • Ceramics  
Metal/Jewellery • Glass  

This programme will allow young people to 
build professional networks, create work 
within specialised creative settings (Ruthin 
Craft Centre, Makers/Artist own studios 
and the Regional Print Centre) gaining new 
practical skills; as well as developing a deeper 
understanding of the vast range of artistic 
career opportunities within the creative fields.  

‘Creativity Beyond the Classroom’  
Programme of workshops.
We will be hosting 7 workshops.  
Each workshop cost £20 – this fee 
includes all materials / equipment and 
transport to off-site locations departing 
from/returning to Ruthin Craft Centre. 
You can pick and choose between the 
7 workshops listed.

All of the Portfolio workshops this year will 
take place out of school hours (during the 
weekends and school holidays).  
• Lunch is not provided. Please bring a  
 packed lunch with you for each workshop.  
• Please contact us if you have any   
 difficulties with payment as we can  
 offer support.

Booking information on page 10
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NEW @ Ruthin Craft Centre  
‘Creativity Beyond the Classroom’ 2022

 
FOR 14–18 YEAR OLDS 



Textiles  

Students will draw on to natural fabrics and 
papers using charcoal, inks, and graphite.  
A focus on lines will be the main subject area. 
Colours are kept discrete in Alison’s work; the 
towels are naturally bleached with a subtle line 
and stripped borders.

The aim of this workshop is to explore natural 
materials that you can easily weave with.  
You will be given a variety of organic materials 
to work with, binding them with cloth and doing 
some simple 2D weaving using a variety of the 
natural materials to create long strips.

Weaving is a method of textile production in 
which two distinct sets of yarns or threads are 
interlaced at the right angles to form a fabric or 
cloth. Other methods of weaving include knitting, 
crocheting, felting, plaiting, and braiding. This 
workshop will give you the opportunity to explore 
your own unique ways of weaving with a variety 
of materials. 
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Workshop led by  
textile artist Donna Jones
This textile workshop with artist  
Donna Jones will coincide with  
Alison Morton’s Exhibition in Gallery 1 
at Ruthin Craft Centre.

Sunday 27 March 2022 
11.00am – 4.00pm  
Location: Ruthin Craft Centre 
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Printmaking  
Workshop led by  
printmaker Michelle Woodward 
An opportunity to work at  
The Regional Print Centre.

Based at the Coleg Cambria Yale site in Wrexham 
The Regional Print Centre has for 20 years been 
a leading centre for the development of creative 
printmaking.

During the workshop students will learn the  
process of Lino Printing that will involve carving  
a design into a piece of lino before using the block 
to then create detailed prints. 

Using specialist tools and relief printing ink to 
produce single colour lino prints you will explore 
ways in which you may like to further develop  
your work.

Please wear old clothes and suitable footwear. 

Saturday 2 April 2022 
11:00am – 3:30pm 
(note: earlier finish) 
Location: The Regional Print Centre
Transport will be provided from RCC to Wrexham. 
An earlier departure time will be required from 
RCC. Additional information will be provided  
after booking regarding departure and arrival 
times back to RCC. 



Ceramics  

During this pottery workshop Steve will show 
students how to design a teapot from scratch. 
Working from initial ideas and sketches based on 
a theme of choice you will learn how to construct 
your design in parts starting with the body and 
adding the integral elements. You will learn the 
basis of design and why it is important to work in 
such a way, looking at different pottery tools and 
techniques such as extruded clay and sprig moulds. 

Throughout the day students will also have the 
opportunity to create a stamped sugar bowl as  
well as try their hand at the potter’s wheel.

Please wear old clothes on the day. 

Continuing the focus on tableware in this  
workshop students will learn the skills of slab 
building, free sculpture, casting, and molding  
to produce ‘The Ultimate Snack Set’. 

Students will design and construct a set of 
tableware from initial concept through sketches to 
the final workable pieces that will be decorated. 

Throughout the day students will also have the 
opportunity to try their hand at the potter’s wheel. 

Please wear old clothes on the day. 
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Workshop led by  
potter Steve Tootell
We are pleased to welcome  
Steve back to Ruthin Craft Centre  
for two separate workshops  
focusing on tableware.

Workshop 2: The Ultimate Snack Set  
Sunday 10 April 2022 
11.00am – 4.00pm  
Location: Ruthin Craft Centre

Workshop 1: The Ultimate Tea-Set  
Saturday 9 April 2022 
11.00am – 4.00pm  
Location: Ruthin Craft Centre



6

Ceramics  
Workshop led by  
potter Steve Tootell
An exclusive workshop run at  
Steve’s Apple Tree Studios  
in Denbigh. Two sessions available, 
choose either AM or PM.

In this exclusive workshop run at Steve’s  
‘Apple Tree Studios’ in Denbigh, students will  
have the opportunity to master the potter’s wheel  
in the makers own workshop space. Working on 
your own wheel throughout the session, Steve will 
guide you step by step to transform a ball of clay 
into a thrown bowl, including decorating it with 
coloured clay slips.

You will also have the opportunity to try ‘tobiganna’ 
a traditional Japanese style of decoration. 

Please wear old clothes or bring an apron/ 
old shirt that you don’t mind getting unclean  
and wear suitable footwear.

Workshop 3:  
Mastering the potter’s wheel  
Saturday 14 May 2022 
Session 1: AM 10:00am – 1:00pm or 
Session 2: PM 2.00pm – 5:00pm 
Location: Apple Tree Studios, 
Brookhouse, Denbigh 
MAX 4 students per session
Transport NOT provided for this Workshop.
An earlier arrival time (of 15 minutes) to  
Steve’s studios will be required for a prompt  
start. Additional information and directions  
will be provided after booking.
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Metal/Jewellery 
Workshop led by  
silversmith Miranda Meilleur 
An opportunity to work at  
Ruthin Craft Centre on  
jewellery pieces.

During this metal workshop with  
Miranda students will be exploring techniques  
and processes to create small scale jewellery 
pieces in metal.

Starting from the initial design and inspiration 
stages students will use traditional skills  
and techniques such as cutting, shaping and 
smouldering to create rings, pendants and 
bracelets.

Saturday 28 May 2022 
11:00am – 4.00pm 
Location: Ruthin Craft Centre 
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Glass 
2 Day Workshop led by  
Studio Glass artists at  
E&M Glass  

In this exclusive 2 day workshop  
we are pleased to offer students  
the chance to work off site with the  
E&M Glass team at their studios  
in Malpas on the Welsh border. 

E&M Glass was started over 30 years ago by 
Margaret and Ed Burke, and now works with 
their son Charlie Burke and daughter in law 
Amelia Burke. They use a wide range of hot  
and cold glass techniques and processes in 
their studio to create their artwork. 

Amelia and Charlie will spend the first day 
teaching students about hot glass colouring 
techniques and glassblowing with the goal 
of each student creating a vessel form by the 
end of the day. The forms made in hot glass 
will then be cooled down in their kilns until the 
following morning. The following day, Margaret 
will teach you the techniques of etching and 
engraving onto cold glass. Sharing different 
ways you can create imagery and/ or patterns 
to embellish your vessel piece with. All the work 
you created is available to take away with you 
at the end of the 2-day workshops. 

Please wear suitable clothing and footwear.

Saturday 18 & Sunday 19 June  
Saturday: 10:00am – 4:00pm  
(note: earlier start) 
Sunday: 11.00am – 4.00pm 
Location: Glass Studio, Malpas
Transport will be provided from RCC to Malpas. 
An earlier departure time will be required from 
RCC. Additional information will be provided  
after booking regarding departure and arrival 
times back to RCC. 
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Meet the Creative  
Professionals 

Donna Jones – Textile Artist
Donna studied ‘Contemporary Textile practice’ at UWIC in Cardiff 
and is currently undertaking a Masters degree in ‘Fine Art’ at the 
University of Chester. Donna works with a variety of materials 
to create one off pieces, inspired by her natural surroundings. 
Focusing on line, texture and composition. 

Steve Tootell – Potter 
Steve has been teaching ceramics for the past 45 years, leading 
workshops for students and professional artists in the UK and 
Japan. Steve’s influences on his own works and teaching, comes 
from many global, historic and cultural sources often using local 
environments as decoration and design influences. He has a 
passion for teaching clay experiences particularly throwing and 
decorating using traditional Japanese methods. He now works  
and teaches at his Apple Tree Studios in Denbigh, North Wales. 

E&M Glass – Glass artists
E&M Glass was started over 30 years ago by Margaret and  
Ed Burke, and now works with their son Charlie Burke and 
daughter in law Amelia Burke. They work in collaboration in order 
to create a variety of different perspectives. They use a wide range 
of hot and cold glass techniques and processes in their studio to 
create their artwork on the Welsh border. 

Michelle Woodward – Printmaker 
Michelle is a member of the Regional Print Centre in Wrexham  
and currently her preferred printing techniques are lino cutting  
and silk screen printing. “I really enjoy the physicality of the 
processes of printmaking and the surprise of the image as it 
emerges colour by colour.”

Michelle won the People’s Choice Prize as part of ‘Arts Open’  
at Qube, Oswestry last year. Her artwork ‘Summer Garden’  
was voted as the best artwork by gallery visitors. 

Miranda Meilleur – Metal/Jewellery
Miranda is a silversmith, designer and artist working with precious 
and non-precious metals, primarily copper and silver. She designs 
and makes small scale sculptural pieces, spoons, bowls and 
vessels both functional and non-functional. Miranda incorporates 
detail into her work through the use of acid etching techniques, 
where the acid eats in to the metal to create an image.



Book via Eventbrite here or scan  
the QR Code. Please book in  
advance to avoid disappointment,  
spaces are limited.
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FOR 14–18 YEAR OLDS 

NEW @ Ruthin Craft Centre  
‘Creativity Beyond the Classroom’ 2022

Textiles • Printmaking • Ceramics 
Metal/Jewellery • Glass  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/portffolio-workshops-for-14-18-year-olds-2022-registration-288431465277


Criw Celf Pathway 
Criw Celf is an umbrella title for  
a developmental pathway for  
more-able and talented young 
artists, which incorporates  
‘Criw Celf,’ ‘Portfolio’ and  
‘Raising the Bar’ programmes.

The pathway provides children and  
young people with an opportunity to  
develop their artistic skills, working outside  
a school setting, alongside professional  
artists in a variety of different gallery and  
site-specific settings.

This Criw Celf Pathway involves  
three stages:

1. Criw Celf: A series of participatory 
workshops that give children aged 11–14  
the opportunity to work with local artists.

2. Portfolio: Gallery led practical 
workshops for young people between 
14–18 allowing them to work alongside 
significant artists and opportunities  
to gain advice in developing individual 
portfolios of work.

3. Raising the Bar: A package of 
opportunities developed for more-able  
and talented 16–18 year olds focussing  
on career development.

This programme is funded by  
Arts Council of Wales – Criw Celf Pathway.

Ruthin Craft Centre 
The Centre for the Applied Arts
Park Road, Ruthin, Denbighshire LL15 1BB. 
Tel: +44 (0)1824 704774.  
FREE Admission. FREE On-site parking 
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

If you wish to be informed about our 
forthcoming Portfolio workshops or for 
further information about the programme  
please contact Kate Jordan, Portfolio 
Coordinator at Ruthin Craft Centre.  
Email: kate.portfolioruthin@gmail.com  
or tel: 01824 704774.

Please Note: All of our activities have been 
carefully designed within the Covid-19 Welsh 
Government Regulations. Our absolute 
priority is keeping you and our staff safe.
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