
What’s on Summer / Autumn 2019
Celebrating Craft and the Art of Making

Ruthin Craft Centre 
The Centre for the Applied Arts



Our Retail Gallery
Purchase contemporary work 
from some of the country’s 
leading makers. Jewellery, 
ceramics, glass, metalwork, 
textiles, books and much more!  
Open daily 10am – 5.30pm 
Collectorplan, the Arts Council of 
Wales’ interest free credit scheme,  
is available on most purchases.

Artist Studio
Visit Cefyn Burgess’ on-site 
studio to see beautiful textiles 
and fabrics.  
www.cefynburgess.co.uk 

Café R Restaurant
The perfect place to take time to 
relax and enjoy a freshly brewed 
coffee or cup of tea – with food 
prepared and served by our  
local team of friendly staff.
Open daily 10am – 4.30pm 
Free on-site parking.  
Coaches welcome. 
To book a table  
call 01824 708099

FREE 
WI-FI
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Ruthin Craft Centre, The Centre for the Applied Arts 
Park Road, Ruthin, Denbighshire LL15 1BB. Tel: +44 (0)1824 704774.  
Open daily 10am – 5.30pm. FREE Admission. FREE On-site parking.
Scan the QR code to visit: www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk 
 

Welcome 
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It’s ready!
Magical Flower Carpet
Come and see our Magical 
Flower Carpet produced 
with help from local primary 
schools. We also have a 
secret garden installation! 
See p.12

Purchase exquisite gifts in our retail gallery

Join us this Summer season and come explore  
our new exhibitions. In Galleries 1 & 3 we have  
Basketry – function and ornament, which looks at  
the current practice of some thirty makers from 
throughout the UK. Whilst in Gallery 2 there is Aelwyd 
(Welsh for hearth) exploring the affinity we feel towards 
handmade objects and inviting you to enjoy one  
possible path towards a contemporary Welsh interior.

We also have a host of workshops and activities for all 
ages throughout the season – so why not get involved 
and help us ‘celebrate Craft and the Art of Making’.
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Gallery 1 & 3 
20 July – 13 October 2019 

A truly ancient craft, Basketry still adheres to its basic principles and 
methods of construction, albeit in myriad forms. Contemporary practitioners 
combine materials and techniques, using both traditional and modern ways 
of making to spectacular effect. Basketry – function and ornament looks at 
current practice of some thirty makers from throughout the UK.

It brings together functional vernacular work, alongside pieces that are 
sculptural and ornamental. It is a survey of a craft that has been somewhat 
sidelined in times of great technological advances, yet offers a sustainable 
answer to so much of our modern day throw-away habits.

Curated by Gregory Parsons

Alison Dickens

Basketry –  
 function and ornament
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Peter Howcroft Mandy Coates

Mary Crabb

Lois Walpole

Laura Ellen Bacon, Lise Bech,  
Dail Behennah, Mary Butcher,  
Mandy Coates, John Cowan,  
Mary Crabb, Jane Crisp,  
Jenny Crisp, Alison Dickens,  
Lizzie Farey, Rosie Farey,  
Eddie Glew, Charlie Groves,  
Stella Harding, Joe Hogan,  
Peter Howcroft, Tim Johnson,  
Anna King, Annemarie O’Sullivan, 
Rachel Max, Sarah Paramor,  
Dominic Parette, Polly Pollock,  
Ruth Pybus & David Brown, 
Clare Revera, Lorna Singleton, 
Maggie Smith, Lois Walpole
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Rachel Max Maggie Smith

Mary Butcher



Eddie Glew in residency 
Ruthin Craft Centre  
Courtyard space 
Friday 16 – Monday 19 August 
We are pleased to announce 
Eddie Glew will be here this 
August and during his short 
residency he’ll be making a 
large scale willow Kingfisher 
sculpture outside in the 
courtyard. 
Meet the maker  
Why not pop in and see Eddie 
at work – ask questions and 
try your hand at a technique 
or two in willow.
• Saturday 17 &  
• Sunday 18 August  
2.30pm – 4pm 
FREE pop in at any time 

Make a willow dragonfly 
with Juliette Hamilton  
Family workshop 
Tuesday 20 August  
• 10.30am – 1pm or  
• 2pm – 4.30pm 
Suitable for adults and  
children age 8+.  
£4 child / £8 adult per 
session (bookable event – 
limited spaces available). 
Come and start your  
willow journey with sculptor 
Juliette Hamilton this summer 
and make a dragonfly on  
a stick. 
All materials will be provided.  
All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.
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FREE

Rosie Farey Tim Johnson

Polly Pollock

all photography: courtesy of the makers



Towards a contemporary Welsh interior

Gallery 2 
20 July – 13 October 2019 

Aelwyd, the title of this exhibition, is Welsh for hearth – a word synonymous with home. 
Through their material, making, story or use, the objects in this exhibition explore a deep-

rooted sense of belonging and home.
Objects include handwoven carthenni by Llio James that are refreshingly contemporary 

whilst continuing the tradition of Welsh textile design; Deiniol Williams’ unique vessels that 
incorporate stones and clay collected from the Welsh landscape; and Sophie Schärer’s 

lino-cut print compositions of well-worn and loved everyday objects.
In exploring the affinity we feel towards handmade objects, Aelwyd invites you  

to enjoy one possible path towards a contemporary Welsh interior.
Curated by Elen Bonner
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Aelwyd
James and Tilla Waters



Gallery Talk with  
Aelwyd curator 
Saturday 3 August,  
Saturday 14 & 21 September  
2pm. FREE no need to book
Join exhibition curator,  
Elen Bonner, to explore how 
contemporary craft objects, 
through their material, making, 
story or use, can nurture 
a deep-rooted sense of 
belonging.

Claire Cawte, Sarah Christensen, Mandy Coates,  
Ann Catrin Evans, Rosie Farey, Helen Flynn,  
Astrid de Groot, Simon Hulbert, Llio James, Sophie Schärer,  
Mick Sheridan, James and Tilla Waters, Neil Wilkin,  
Deiniol Williams, Yusuke Yamamoto
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FREE

Astrid de Groot

Sophie Schärer

Llio James Mick Sheridan & Llio James

all photography: Stephen Heaton



Make a contemporary 
Love Spoon with
Claire Cawte
Saturday 3 August
• 10.30am – 1pm or
• 2.30pm – 5pm
£30 each session 
Working with natural shades 
of welsh wool, you’ll learn how 
to bond the delicate fi bres to 
felt a contemporary love spoon 
– formed on a lichen or thorny 
twig. You’ll be able to give your 
spoon its own unique twist by 
embellishing it with foraged 
materials such as moss, 
seeds and grass.
Suitable for those with no 
previous experience. All tools 
and materials will be provided.

Create a bespoke 
Papercut with Helen Flynn 
Saturday 14 September
• 10.30am – 1pm or
• 2.30pm – 5pm
£30 each session  
Helen will lead you through the 
process of creating a bespoke 
papercut to celebrate a special 
occasion. Inspired by textile 
‘samplers’, you’ll create a unique 
artwork incorporating personal 
details alongside traditional 
symbols and motifs. You may 
wish to bring a photograph of 
your home or lines from a poem 
or song to include in your design. 
Suitable for those with no 
previous experience. All tools 
and materials will be provided.

Weave a Ring Nest 
with Rosie Farey
Saturday 21 September
• 10.30am – 4.30pm
£60 includes light lunch
During this one-day workshop 
Rosie will introduce you to 
basic rush weaving techniques 
including check weave, pairing 
and weaving a track border 
– giving you the skills and 
confi dence to make your very 
own ‘ring nest’, decorated with 
bulrush fl owers. 
Suitable for those with no 
previous experience. All tools 
and materials will be provided.
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Aelwyd
workshops 
Sponsored by

Rosie Farey

nythu.co.uk
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3-day Papier Mâché 
workshop with Julie Arkell  
Friday 11, Saturday 12 & 
Sunday 13 October 2019  
10.30am – 4.30pm 
£300 includes light lunch 

In this 3-day workshop you 
will make animal creatures and 
construct environments for 
them to live in. Using paper, 
glue, cardboard, wire and the 
techniques of papier mâché to 
form their bodies and fabric, 
paints and wool for their 
clothes and features.

Adult master-class  
1-day embroidery workshop  
with Kate Barlow 
Sunday 11 August  
10.30am – 4.30pm 
£60 includes light lunch 
The 1-day embroidery 
workshop will include 
traditional counted patterns 
and outline stitches in red 
thread to create a lovely scarlet 
work celebration design. You’ll 
then embellish the piece with 
gold work techniques using 
chipping and purl pearl wires  
to add sparkle.

Talks, Events & Workshops
To book call 01824 704774.  
For the latest listings visit  
www.ruthincraftcentre.org.uk

Adult  
Workshops
Celebrating 
Craft and the  
Art of Making

Please Note: Due to  
popular demand, we will be  
taking bookings for Julie 
Arkell’s 3-day workshop from 
10.30am on Wednesday  
3 July 2019 via phone only. 
Please call 01824 704774.
• Bookings will be taken on  
a first come first serve basis.  
• A minimum deposit of  
£100 will be required at  
time of booking.
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The Summer Art School is back and 
this year we have a ‘pick and mix’ of 
workshops for young people aged 14–18
who have a particular interest in the visual 
arts and would like to develop their artistic 
practice further.
Throughout the summer holidays Ruthin Craft 
Centre will be hosting workshops with 
3 diff erent artists. 
During these sessions the artists will share 
their expertise, introduce new techniques and 
discuss your work and ideas supporting the 
development of your own personal portfolio 
towards your Art and Design studies.

Summer Art 
School 2019

FOR 14–18 YEAR OLDS

• Block 1: Angela Chalmers
Cyanotype workshop 

 Monday 29 & Tuesday 30 July 
 11.00am – 4.00pm

• Block 2: John Grayson
Enamel Automata workshop

 Monday 5 & Tuesday 6 August 
 11.00am – 4.00pm

• Block 3: Kate Barlow 
Textiles/Embroidery workshop

 Monday 12 & Tuesday 13 August 
 11.00am – 4.00pm

You can pick and choose between 
3 blocks; each 2-day block is £20 or 
attend all 3 blocks (6 workshops) for £50.

Portfolio
Tasters
Following the success of our 
Portfolio Taster sessions last  
year, we are again off ering 1-day 
Taster workshops this year with 
professional makers for young 
people aged 11–14.

FOR 11–14 YEAR OLDS • Block 1: Charles Gershom
Experimental Photography workshop

 Wednesday 7 August
 11.00am – 4.00pm

• Block 2: Kate Barlow  
Textile/Embroidery workshop

 Wednesday 14 August
 11.00am – 4.00pm

• Block 3: Juliette Hamilton   
 3D Willow Sculpture workshop
 Wednesday 21 August
 11.00am – 4.00pm

You can pick and choose between 
3 blocks; each 1-day block is £10 or 
attend all 3 blocks (3 workshops) for £25.

Young people’s Summer 
Art School 2019

This programme is funded by Arts Council of Wales – Criw Celf Pathway.



22 July – 2 September 2019
Project Space A & B

A pathway for more able and 
talented young artists
Criw Celf is an umbrella title for a developmental 
pathway for more able and talented young artists, 
which incorporates Criw Celf, Portfolio and 
Raising the Bar programmes. The pathway 
provides children and young people with an 
opportunity to develop their artistic skills, working 
outside a school setting, alongside professional 
artists in a variety of diff erent gallery and site-
specifi c settings. 
The programme also off ers support for 
young people in developing their understanding 
of the vast range of artistic careers and 
further education opportunities. 

The programme concludes with this 
celebratory exhibition produced by the 
young artists – which we hope you’ll enjoy!

• Criw Celf – Talented young artists year 5–9.  
 Led by Denbighshire Arts Service.
• Portfolio – Young people aged 
 14–18 studying Art and Design.
• Raising the Bar – AS/A level pupils 
 studying Art and Design.

The Criw Celf Pathway 
Criw Celf / Portfolio / 
Raising the Bar

This project has been made possible 
by funding from Arts Council of Wales.
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Portfolio Guide
Pick up our printed 
Portfolio Leafl et 
for more information. 
This is also available 
to download from 
our website. 
For details on how 
to book your place 
call 01824 704774.



Throughout the spring term we invited local primary 
schools in Denbighshire to come and explore our 
contemporary rug exhibition Under your Feet at 

Ruthin Craft Centre, followed by practical workshops 
with local artists Jude Wood, Ben Davis, 
Ticky Lowe and Emma Jayne Holmes.

Inspired by the gallery exhibitions, each school 
has created a ‘plot’ with plants, fl owers, weeds, 

insects and whatever else you might fi nd in a 
magic garden. Using colourful textiles and recycled 
materials all the pupils involved in the project have 
made their own pieces to be added to each plot 

to create a collaborative whimsical carpet. 

The project engaged with 206 pupils in total. 
We hope you all enjoy!

Schools Project 
June – September 2019

Studio 5

Magical Flower 
Carpet

The 10 schools involved were
Ysgol Pant Pastynog; Ysgol Carreg Emlyn; 

Ysgol Betws Gwerfi l Goch; 
Ysgol Stryd y Rhos; Ysgol Pentrecelyn

working with artists Jude Wood & Ben Davis
Ysgol y Borthyn; Ysgol Bryn Clwyd; 

Ysgol Bro Elwern; Ysgol Llanfair Dyff ryn Clwyd; 
Ysgol Bro Famau 

working with artists Ticky Lowe 
& Emma Jayne Holmes
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Secret Garden 
Activity Space
for all the family to enjoy! 

Studio 3 Open daily, 10am – 5pm 
Come and explore our secret garden and discover 
our creative play activities. Why not have a go at 

weaving, making your own creepy crawly, create a 
beautiful hanging blossom tree and/or decorate our 
gigantic fuzzy felt garden with fl owers, bugs, birds 

or whatever else you might fi nd in our 
magical garden this summer. 

Children must be accompanied by 
an adult at all times.

Our activity space is a FREE self-led area 
for children to explore their inner creativity, 

be curious and MAKE!  
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Make Clay Pots and More with Ceri Wright
Thursday 1 August 
In this workshop, you will be making pots and 
utensils inspired by the exhibition. Using clay 
and found natural objects, stones, and sticks.

Print and Cut with Eleri Jones
Thursday 15 August 
In this workshop, you will create a still life by 
creating dishes / objects out of paper using 
techniques such as silk screen printing and 
printing blocks to decorate and then cut to 
shape in the style of Helen Flynn. 

Kitchen Dramas with Mai Thomas
Thursday 22 August 
In this workshop, a kitchen table will become 
an imaginary stage on which to design and 
make your own theatrical props. You will take 
the shapes and functions of everyday cutlery 
as inspiration, and use natural materials to 
make your own knives, forks and spoons. 
Setting the table at home will take on a whole 
new meaning. Let the dramas unfold!

Why not join our team of makers this summer 
and make your own crafty object inspired by 
the Aelwyd exhibition in gallery 2. 
For children aged 5–11 (primary) 
10.30am – 12.30pm 
£5 per session 
Please call to book a place. All children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 

FOR 
5–11
YEAR 
OLDS

Craft 
Clubs

‘Dros ben llestri’
Family workshop with Eleri Jones 
Saturday 17 August 
• 10.30am – 12.30pm or
• 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Suitable for all ages
FREE pop in any time & have a go! 
During this family workshop you will have a go 
at bloc printing onto various paper cuttings of 
kitchen objects, and collage it on a collaborative 
kitchen shelf. 
All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

FREE

Inside out, Outside in 
with Mai Thomas 
Friday 23 August
• 10.30am – 12.30pm &  
• 1.30pm – 4pm
Suitable for all ages 
FREE drop-in workshop  
Nature’s Carpet – make your mark! Join us 
and help to create a new natural artwork for 
our courtyard. What would you like to weave 
into the carpet? Bring along your own natural 
cuttings, even a weed will fi nd its place, (after 
all it’s often just a plant in the wrong place!)
All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

FREE

Treasure Baskets – 
For babies and toddlers 
Summer Special 
Wednesday 28 August 
• 10.30am – 12.30pm or
• 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
FREE no need to book, 
pop in any time 
Unleash your child’s curiosity as we create 
and build all sorts of diff erent environments for 
your little one to explore, play and make with 
sensory artist Ticky Lowe this summer. 

FREE

Don’t forget!
Juliette Hamilton 
Family dragonfl y 
workshop.
See p.5

Don’t forget!
Eddie Glew making a large 
scale willow Kingfi sher 
sculpture outside in the 
courtyard. See p.5



Exhibitions  
Coming soon...
19 October 2019 – 12 January 2020

Gallery 1: Lettering : Art & Illusion  
curated by Gregory Parsons
Gallery 2 & 3: Neil Bottle : All That Remains –  
30 years in the making.
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Neil Bottle – Digital and handcrafted textile wall hangings
above: All That Remains, 2019 (detail). 120 x 180 cm
right: Surreptitious, 2019. 102 x 107 cm


